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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2627 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, IZ 

SUBJECT: CONTINUING SYRIAN CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAQ 

1. SINCE JUNE 28 ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST SYRIAN BAATH 
PARTY COMMAND MEMBER IZZAWI, SYRIAN MEDIA HAVE INTENSIFIED 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAQI REGIME. DENUNCIATIONS OF 
IRAQ HAVE FILLED DAILY HEADLINES AND RECEIVED PROMINENT PLAY 
ON TELEVISION NEWS. MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENT IS REPORT BY 
EMBASSY LOCAL THAT DURING EVENING JULY 8 HE HEARD SPECIAL 
SYRIAN RADIO BROADCAST TO IRAQI PEOPLE ATTACKING SADDAM 
HUSSEIN. SIGNAL WAS VERY STRONG, HE SAID. RE IZZAWI, WHO 

IS REPORTEDLY PERMANENTLY CRIPPLED AS RESULT OF CAR BOOBY 
TRAP, INVESTIGATION IS REPORTEDLY CONTINUING WITH NO 
ANNOUNCED RESULTS TO DATE. 
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2. JULY 2 PRESS CONTAINED REPORT OF FORMATION OF "KURDISTAN 
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NATIONAL UNION" AND STATEMENT BY IT CONDEMNING IRAN-IRAQ 
AGREEMENT AND IRAQI "DICTATORSHIP." STATEMENT ALSO EXPRESSED 
SUPPORT FOR STRUGGLE OF KURDISH PEOPLE IN KURDISTAN, TURKEY 
AND IRAN AND THEIR RIGHT OF SELF DETERMINATION. 

3. OTHER RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, REPORTED IN BEIRUT PRESS 
AND FBIS ARE: 

(A) THAT SYRIA HAS ORDERED IRAQI MILITARY ATTACHE AND 
ASSISTANT ATTACHE TO LEAVE COUNTRY WITHIN 48 HOURS. 

COMMENT: THIS IS TRUE. THERE WERE TWO LARGE 

TRUCKS LOADED WITH THEIR HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE AND BAGGAGE OUTSIDE 
IRAQI EMBASSY MORNING JULY 10. 

(B) THAT SYRIA HAS DECIDED TO CLOSE OFFICE OF ITS 
MILITARY ATTACHE IN BAGHDAD AND RECALL STAFF. 

(C) THAT IRAQI PAPER AL-THAWRA JULY 7 ACCUSED SYRIA 

OF FORMING AND AIDING KURDISH SABOTAGE GROUPS BOTH BEFORE 
AND AFTER END OF KURDISH REBELLION LAST MARCH. 

4. IRAQIS HAVE ALSO PROTESTED TO ARAB LEAGUE AND DIRECTLY 

TO SYRIAN EMBASSY IN BAGHDAD VARIOUS ALLEGED BORDER VIOLATIONS 
OF IRAQI LAND AND AIRSPACE BY SYRIAN MILITARY UNITS IN AREA. 

THESE PROTESTS, REPORTED BY FBIS, GIVE DETAILS OF SPECIFIC 
VIOLATIONS, BUT WE CANNOT CONFIRM THEIR OCCURRENCE. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT SYRIA HAS 
REINTENSIFIED ITS CAMPAIGN AGAINST IRAQI REGIME AND 
THAT PRESIDENT ASAD'S RECENT DESCRIPTION OF SYRIAN IARQI 
DISPUTE AS "A SUMMER CLOUD WHICH MUST DISSIPATE RAPIDLY" 

SERIOUSLY UNDERSTATES DEPTH OF SYRIAN CONCERN ABOUT 
ACTIVITIES OF ITS EASTERN NEIGHBOR. 

MURPHY 
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